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ONE

Introduction

In 1982 the late Peter Gelling of Binmingham University and David Freke of
Liverpool University’s Archacological Services were invited by Marshall Cubbon,
then Director of the Manx Museum, to carry out exploratory excavations on St
Patrick’s Isle, Peel, Isle of Man. The site is 2 complex monument to over a thousand
years of history, with more than a score of standing ruins, including the Cathedral of
St German, the parish church of St Patrick and its associated Irish-style round
bell-tower, the domestic apartments of the Lords of Man, and several garrison
structures, all contained within an intact curtain wall. The importance of the site to
the church, the military and the administration of the Isle of Man is very apparent, but
until the 1982 excavations very littte could be said about St Patrick’s Isle before the
building of the 11th-century parish church and tower. It was reasonable, though, to
suggest that the site was as strategically important then as it was subsequently, and
that it may also have had a religious character even before the Cathedral, parish
church, chapel and bell-tower were built.

In the 1982 excavations, evidence was found to support these suggestions, with
the discovery of a hoard of 11th-century silver coins, near a sophisticated 12th-century
building, and two cemeteries, one being easly Christian period in date and the other
probably of the 14th-15th century.

The potential revealed in 1982 was so exciting that in 1983 the 8t Patrick’s Isle
(1.o.M.) Archaeological Trustwas established, with a Five-Year Programme of work.
Excavation continued in 1983, with Roger White from Liverpool University
completing the work on the Half Moon Battery which Peter Gelling’s untimely death
had left unfinished, and David Freke exploring further the area north of the
Cathedral begun in 1982. The excavations brought to light more of the extensive early
Christian cemetery and several medieval buildings buried under the foundations of
the standing ruins. But a gap remained in the archaeological record; we had evidence
for the periods before and after the Vikings but for most of the Viking age itself, from
about 800 AD to 1000 AD, there was no evidence. Yet it seemed unthinkable that
the Vikings, who certainly left their mark on much of Manx culture, should not have
recognised the strategic value of St Patrick’s Isle, commanding as it does the entrance
to the best harbour in the Isle of Man.



Fig, 1. Location of Isle of Man in the Irish Sea.

In the 1984 excavation the Vikings were revealed. In the area north of the north
transept of the Cathedral of St German, excavation into a large rise uncovered a
densely packed cemetery dating from the early Christian period to about the 13th or
14th century, with a scatter of pagan burials of the 9th or 10th century among them.
More were discovered in 1985, bringing the total number to date of pagan burials to
six, out of several hundred Christian interments. Four of these six burials contained
rich grave goods, most particularly that which has become known as the “Pagan
Lady”, the richest Viking period woman's grave in Britain and Ireland and the first
such woman’s grave on the Isle of Man. These discoveries have given rise to many
questions about the Vikings in the Isle of Man, including the role of women, and the
status of the church.



The work on site and subsequently in the laboratory to analyse the finds and the
records has been carried out by the Archaeological Services section of Liverpool
University’s Environmental Advisory Unit, for St Patrick’s Isle Archaeological
Trust. Liverpool University’s Extension Studies Department and the Isle of Man
Board of Education have run annual teaching digs in collaboration with
Archaeological Services. The original invitation to excavate the site was extended by
the Manx Museum and National Trust, who have continued to grant permission for
work whilst also making substantial grants towards the costs each year. Funds have
also come from Tynwald, who made a grant to the dig in 1983 and voted it a
proportion of the Isle of Man Lottery profits in 1984. Other funding has been
provided by the Friends of Peel Castle, who have raised money through events and
appeals for commercial and personai sponsorship. Shannon Kneale and Company,
Northemn Bank (IoM) Ltd and Rea Brothers (IoM) sponsored the weeks of the
excavation in 1984 when the “Pagan Lady” was excavated. All the sponsors of the
dig, without whom it could not have taken place, are listed at the front of this booklet.

Fig, 2. Visitors 1o the excavations and sponsors, 1984, Photo: D). Freke.



TWO

The Christian Cemetery

In 1984, as already described, work continued to the north of the Cathedral in the
group of domestic buildings known as the Lord’s House, in an effort to understand
more fully the sequence of occupation and building phases from pre-Christian times,
These excavations revealed as many as eight building phases underneath which were
the remains of a cemetery probably dating back to the 6th or 7th century AD.

Fig. 3. Peel Casile showing location of excavated areas.

In addition, a trench was excavated to investigate the structure and fimctionof a
bank situated just north of the Cathedral transept. It proved to be a continuation of
the early Christian cemetery found immediately north of the Cathedral chancel and
under the Lord’s House, with later burials of medieval date superimposed. These
later praves were probably associated with the 12th- and 13th-century Cathedral. At
the lower levels the cemetery became extremely complex with many graves cutting
nto each other. This suggests that the cemetery was used over a long period of time
and that the drea it covered may have been fairly confined. Lintel graves (or stone
slab coffins) found in parts of the cemetery are characteristic of early Christian and
Norse sites elsewhere on the Isle of Man. At least one lintel grave at Peel was cut by
the Cathedral transept. It was also significant that many of the graves at the lower
levels, including the hintel graves, were on a slightly different alignment (of
southeast-northwest) to the later graves above them which were on a more or less
east-west orientation.



The alignment of the grives at the lower levels may have been associated with an
earlier church or cathedral built on a different alignment from the present 12th- and
13th-century Cathedral. Traditionally, Christian graves are aligned more or less
east-west, in order that they should face east on the Day of Judgement, but two of the
graves in the very low levels were aligned alinost north-south, which could suggest
that these were non-Christian,



THREE

The Pagan Cemetery

The excavation of the bank in 1984 brought to light at least four graves in the
southeast-northwest alignment, that contained objects or “grave goods™. It is usually
assumed that graves found with objects are non-Christian or pagan. Some Christian
burials have objects in them but usually only in the form of finger rings or small
ormamental crucifixes. These four graves, however, contained such objects as iron
knives, a ring-headed pin, decorated bronze buckles, silver baubles, pins, a pilt
decorated strap-end, bronze bells and glass beads. These objects can be paralleled by
similar objects found in Scotland, Ireland, England, the Isle of Man, and some of the
Scandinavian countries, in archaeological contexts dating to the late Celtic, Christian,
Saxon or Viking periods. This covers the five centuries from the 7th to the 12th
century AD. The Viking raiders first arrived in the British Isles in the late 8th century.
Many of them still worshipped pagan gods. It was not until the 10th century that they
were sufficiently integrated with the existing community in the Isle of Man that they
followed the Christian faith, As well as many other things this meant burying their
dead in the Christian way without grave goods. It is possible therefore to recognise
pagan Viking praves of the 9th and carly 10th centuries through the grave goods they
contain,

Fie, 4, View of Area L excavations, location of the “Pagan Lady’ grave. Photo: Anna Finerold,
it i 3 L



The four graves containing objects so far excavated in the Peel Castle cemetery
can thus be recognised as pagan Viking graves probably dating from the 9th- to the
late 10th-century pericd, not only from their stratigraphy but also from their
associated artefacts.

It is more significant that at least three of the pagan graves disturbed Christian
burials when they were originally interred, thus suggesting that they were buried inan
earlier Celtic Christian cemetery. The extent and location suggests that the Peel
Castle cemetery was fairly significant in the pre-Norse period according to the
archaeological evidence. It may not be merely coincidence that the pagan graves were
placed there, more or less conforming to the Christian alignment.

DiFuALS

Fig, 3. Plan of burials noriy of 81, German's Cathedral,



FOUR

The Pagan Lady

Within the cemetery there were two adjacent graves which appeared to be very grand
in comparison to the rest. Both were linte} graves (or stone-lined graves), very well-
constructed with large slabs of slate and sandstone. They were aligned more or less
nosthwest-southeast and were cut into the naturally-deposited sand that covers the
slate rock on the east side of St Patrick’s Isle. One grave, that of an adult male, lacked
grave goods and is assumed to be Christian. The other grave, that of an aduli female,
was accompanied by many objects and is thus of great interest for understanding the
archaeology of the Viking settiement of the Isle of Man.

Fig. 6. View inlo grave in process of excavation. Photo: D, Freke.
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The construction of the woman’s grave was in itself exceptional, for it was
well-made from farge slate and sandstone slabs covered with a double layer of slabs or
lintels to form the lid of the stone coffin. Uniquely, there were no upright end stones
to the grave. Upon excavation there was still a cavity within the grave, whereas in
every other case the lintels had collapsed to some extent and the cavity filled with
earth. The cavity within this grave could have contributed to the relatively good
preservation of the objects, compared with others found in the cemetery. The
skeletal remains of the woman, though very decomposed, allowed one to deduce that
she had been buried lying on her back, with her head at the west end. In common
with most of the early burials in this cemetery, her bones were very fragmentary, and
in such delicate condition that careful handling was essential during excavation to
prevent them from crumbling away. They consisted of the following: part of the skull
(cranium) and lower jaw (mandible), the right shoulder-blade (scapula), and
collarbone (clavicle), the lower arm bones (the right humerus and part of the right
ulna and radius), most of the left side of the pelvic bones (ilium, pelvic girdle,
ischium), the thigh bones (femurs), though both had broken with decay, parts of the
lower leg bones (tibia and fibula) and the right kneecap (patella). The ribs, hands,
spine and feet had decayed. The remains of the right leg were in a very fragmentary
condition because one of the grave lintels had collapsed onto it. Why the left arm
should be missing while the other survives is puzzling, but might be the result of
localised decay caused by greater acidity in the soil in that area. Pathological study of
this skeleton has shown that she was an adult female of middle age approximately 5
feet 6 inches tall.

The X-rays of the thigh bones show that the woman was bow-legged, the result
of vitamin D deficiency, leading to adult rickets. Vitamin D is obtained from the sun,
and from such foods as fish. The climate of the Isle of Man might have reduced the
vitamin D intake due to the sun, but it is hard to believe that large amounts of fish
were not consumed. At Peel we know that fish was eaten in great quahtity, mainly
because of the large number of fish bones that have been found in the Viking and
later levels. Adult rickets or osteomalacia, as it is called, can also oocur among women
who have given birth to many children and this may be a more likely explanation for
this disease occurring in the lady from Peel.

As the skeletal remains were so fragmentary, and only one tooth was found in
the grave, it is almost impossible to comment further on the physical health of this
woman, or on what kind of diet she would have had.

Apart from the body, the grave also contained the remains of many objects. No
pagan Viking-age butial in Great Britain and Ireland has produced so many objects
of such high quality. They ranged from a cooking spit, knives, shears and a comb to
smaller items such as beads, needles and an ammonite fossil. Their presence led to the
conclusion that it was the grave of a very wealthy pagan Viking woman,

11
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Fig. 7. Plan of “Pagan Lady” grave.

The grave was excavated by Stephen Robinson, a volunteer from Liverpool,
under the supervision of Martin Connell, using small tools (trowels and plasterers’
leaves), with all the items in the grave being plotted, photographed and drawn to a
seale of 1:10 at every stage. Once lifted, the metal objects were immediately flown to
the British Museumn in London for eonservation by Peter Winsor in the Conservation
Department. The other items were processed by the post-excavation team from
Archaeological Services in Liverpool. The human remains are being studied by the
pathologist Stanley Rubin, along with all the other skeletons from the cemetery. All
the objects will be returned to the Manx Museum in the Isle of Man.
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FIVE

The Grave

The contents of the “Pagan Lady’s” grave are of great interest, not only as a group but
also individually. They comprise the following:

A cooking spit made of iron, much encrusted with corrosion. It did not appear to
have any decoration when X-rayed. The spit was wrapped in cloth which only
remains as impressions in the rust corrosion. On close inspection at least four types of
woollen cloth can be identified from their different weaves and amongst its folds were
the remains of feathers, possibly goose feathers. The spit was found lying next ta the
skeleton, along the inside of her right arm to a point just below her right knee.

Fig. 8. Cooking spit from grave. Photo: D. Freke.

A knife made of iron, with a decorated wooden handle. This knife is complete
except that the top of its pommel is broken. The iron blade is very heavily corroded
and encrusted with rust and appears to have the remains of a leather sheath. The
woaden handle is broken at the end but still has the remains of its decoration in the
form of two twisted silver wires wound arcund the wood. This silver is very heavily
mineralised and in some parts only remains as an impression; there are also the
remains of silver wires running along the length of the handle. The knife was found
lying between the cooking spit and the woman's right side on the floor of the grave.

Another iron knife much more corroded than the first, and broken at the tip of
its blade. In cross-section the blade is a broad triangular shape, with a handle almost
twice its length, suggesting that this was a specialised tooi of some kind. There was a

13



small amount of unidentified bone attached to the blade by corrosion. The knife hilt
was of wood decayed to the extent that it revealed the flattened tip of the iron tang
running through its centre. This knife was found lying on top of the decayed remains
of the woman's right hip joint running parallel to the spit. The bone attached to the
blade was probably part of the pelvis,

A knife hilr. This is complete though badly damaged through decay, with no
trace of the blade remaining. The hilt appears to be made of wood; its inner layers
have been badly stained by the corrosion of the iron tang. At the pommel end there is
evidence of a covering disc, possibly made of leather, over the top of the tang and hilt,
The hilt was decorated with three bands of twisted silver wires set into grooves cut
into the wooden grip. Where the silver is no longer present it has left impressions in
the wood. The hilt was found lying at right angles to the cooking spit, between the legs
almost within the pelvis area. It was probably originally placed under the body.

A pair of shears made of iron. These are complete though very much covered in
corrosion, On one side of the shears, and between its blades, are the remains of cloth.
On close examination three types of textile and some cord could be discerned.
Attached with rust to the blade end of the shears was an antler comb, which had
decayed faster than the metal objects found in the grave and s0 only small fragments
were left. However it has been possible to deduce that the comb was made of two
back-plates rivetted together with tooth-plates between them. On the back, between
the three surviving iron rivets, were the traces of some simple incised decoration. The
shears and attached comb were found next to the body between the right Jeg and the
cooking spit just above the right knee.

A leather and bronze pouch found as small pieces and dust within the grave. This
organic mass was impossible to identify specifically, but the discovery with it of two
lengths of bronze that are not unlike a buckle pin, or paris of a purse mount, as well as
the presence of two bronze needies in the mass, suggest that it might represent the
remains of some kind of pouch or leather purse. This was found lying just below the
remains of the skull in a position over the right shoulder.

Fig. 9. Beads from the necklace and pendant,
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Seventy-three beads were found in the grave, all different and made of a variety
of materials: white, plain, green, yellow, orange, red and blue glass; plass decorated
with inlaid patterns of different colours; amber; and jet. Most of the beads were ina
reasonable state of preservation and only eight were found to be broken. The beads
varied in shape and size, ranging from round to oval, grooved, “melon”-shaped,
spiralled, square and rectangular, flower-shaped, oblong and knobbled. The larpest
bead, made of amber, was 3.3cm in diameter and the smallest of blue glass was no
more than 0.3cm in diameter,

Most of the beads were found clustered around the head area, and were
grouped in no obvious pattern, It scems that these had formed one long necklace and
had falien in disarray around the head when their string decayed.

The two largest beads, made of amber, were found together in the waist area of
the skeleton. With them was a small ammonize fossil in very poor condition and
broken in three places. When reconstructed it measured no more than 3.5e¢m across
at the widest point, with a hole cut through its centre. It is more likely that these three
items were part of a belt or pendant rather than a necklace.

Also within the grave, at a point near the right knee of the skeleton, was found a
strange object made of soft limestone. It resembles a small pesde and mortar
fashioned out of natural stone with the bowl of the mortar being only just big enough
to take the pestie. The “pestle” is 4.5cm long and 0.9cm in diameter, it has a small
area of metal encrustation on one side. The “mortar” is approximately 3.3cm x 2. 7cm
x 2.2cm. The bowl has several holes in the bottom, but the limestone is a very soft
substance which would not have stood up to great use and they might even be a
natural occurrence in the weathering process of this material. The fact that this stone
is not natural to St Patrick’s Isle may be significant in itself so it could be a symbolic
item —a token pestle and mortar, representative of some activity undertaken by the
buried women. Its uniqueness in such an archaeological context makes it difficult to
interpret the significance of this find.

Fig. 10. Ammonite fossil, worn as @ charm pendant by the *Pagan Lady™, Photo: D. Freke.
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SIX

As can be seen from the previous pages, the grave of this Viking “Pagan Lady” from
Peel Castle is very rich. Such a collection of objects so great in number and variety
immediately raises many questions concerning the status, date, origin and lifestyle of
the woman with whom they were buried. In order to begin to answer these questions,
the significance of the objects themselves must first be understood. Parallels must be
found for all the objects so that they can be related to specific areas and a particular
period. Once this has been achieved their meaning in archaeological terms will be
clearer and so the origins and dating of the person with whom they were buried may
emerge.

The cooking spit is unusual in that it is the only complete example to have been
found in the British Isles to date. Indeed the only other one of its type is a fragment of
a spit, found in the 19th century, at an unknown location in Ircland. But in
Scandinavia cooking spits are often found as grave goods in pagan Viking graves and
often in those of women. A very elaborate twisted spit was found at Fyrkat in
Denmark, and another, simitar to that at Peel, was found at Soreim, Dale, Luster,
Sopn og Fjordane, in Norway.,

The spit is also significant in that it is the first immediately recognisable
“kitchen” utensil to be found in a grave in the Biritish Isles. In the Scandinavian
homelands, kitchen utensils in graves have traditionally been associated with female
burials.

Because of the unigue nature of this spit in Great Britain and Ireland the
question arises as to the origing of the woman buried at Peel; its close parallels
amongst Scandinavian Viking-age spits would suggest that she might have been a
Scandinavian who was either visiting or had emigrated to Man with her belongings
when she died.

Knives are typical of the pagan grave goods found in both male and female
graves all over the Viking world, inchuding Scotland, Ireland, England and the Isle of
Man, The poor state of preservation of two of the knives is also a hindrance when
seeking parallels for them, as their form cannot be precisely determined. Because
they are so common throughout the Viking period in various shapes and sizes, itis not
possible to pinpoint direct parallels or to identify where they might have been made.

Their decorative silver bindings suggest that they were more than just working
tools, but this could simply mean that they belonged to a wealthy person. Such
silverwork is typical of metalwork decoration of the period and twisted metal wires
can be found on Saxon, Celtic and Viking objects, but their use is not clearly
dateable.

16



Thi third knife or tool with the triangular-shaped blade and long handle also
raises problems as regards parailels. It is an unusual object and its specific function is
not identifiable. If it is not an ordinary knife, it could be a kitchen utensil or a
specialised tool of some kind, perhaps relating to leather, metal or even cloth
working. Without a detailed study of all the knives and similar objects found
throughout the Viking world, one cannot be sure that a paralle} does not exist in some
form.

Fig. 11, Comb (1L} and shears (1K}, found corraded segether, with cloti i !mpmwmm benveen the blades of
the shears, Photo: British Museum,

The comb and the shears are also typical Viking grave goods. These objects ate
found in a great many graves all over the Viking world and in graves of both sexes.
The shears are very similar in form to latterday sheep shears, but this is not to imply
that they were used only for shearing sheep. As they are found in so many graves it
must mean that they were used for a wide variety of purposes by many people,
however the type of the shears from Peel can be paralleled with some found at Fyrkat
in Denmark that were used specifically in textile working,

Combs were another essential item. In Scandinavia they have been found in
most places especially on urban sites such as Hedeby, Birka and Ribe. At the Swedish
site of Birka many of the graves in the cemetery contained combs, especially those of
adults. It is probable that each person, male and female, would have had at least one
comb, often made locally for them and lasting several years, It would therefore be
considered a personal possession that would be buried with them when they died. In
the British Isles combs have been found in graves of both sexes. The presence of a
comb itself does not enable one to date the context. It is only by their form and
decorative patterns that they can be associated with a particular period. The designs
on the comb from Peel resemble, at a very basic level, the simple geometric
decoration of combs from Birka. The 9th- and 10th-century date of Birka is not out of
step with the broad dating of the pagan graves found at Peel. The origin of this comb
need not have been in Scandinavia for there is evidence of bone and antler working in
both York and Dubiin. Indeed there may well have been bone working on the Isle of
Man itself though as yet no evidence for this has come to light.
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The 73 beads in the grave are imrediately notable simply because there are 50
many. Beads of many types have been found in Viking graves, both male and female.
The collection from the Peel grave is the largest single group found in 4 grave in the
British Isles (the next comparable group in terms of number, that of 45 beads, was
found in the Orkneys). Another interesting feature about the beads from Peel is their
variety in material, glass, amber, and jet. The jarge number and different types and
materials of the beads suggest that they are not all from one place. This implies that
their owner had collected or inherited them from many parts of the Viking world,
They might have been collected by the woman they were buried with, or they may
have been brought her as gifts or trade items from travels abroad. Evidence for glass
and bead working can be found all over the Viking world including sites in Great
Britain and Ireland. Evidence shows that frequently glass was taken to a site to be
re-used in the making of beads. This can be seen for instance at Hedeby in north
Germany, and at both York and Dublin. The more elaborate multi-coloured and
patterned beads may have been imported from as far away as Italy or the northern
Baltic ports. “Melon” beads, so named because of their similarity in shape to
Honeydew melons, are a typical Roman-type bead, as well as being found in many
Viking and Saxon contexts.

The evidence for glass beads is so widespread that it is almost impossible to
pinpoint where they came from and whether they were the results of trading or just
souvenirs. Their value is obviously notable as a show of wealth and possibly social
status, therefore one might assume that they could have been passed down from
generation to generation before being buried with a person as grave goods. The
“universal” and long-lasting characteristic of many of the simpler glass beads makes it
almost impossible to assign dates for them within the Viking period.

The same can be said for amber and jet beads, though the source for these
materials is more identifiable. Amber in the Viking period was found washed up on
the shores of the North Sea: (western Scandinavia and eastern Britain) and of the
southern Baltic. Hence the evidence for amber working in Viking York, Hedeby,
and Birka; but it has been found in the form of beads and ommaments all over the
Viking world.

‘The only known source for jet in the Viking period was from the areas of
coastiine around Whitby in north Yorkshire, yet jet too has been found over much of
the Viking world. Evidence for the working of jet into beads and ormaments has often
been found where the similar working of amber took place. The unique source of this
material during this period must have made the value of jet extremely high, and to
have possessed jet beads must have indicated something of the wealth and social
status of their owner.

The finding of the small ammonite fossil (possibly used as a bead) also suggests
links abroad, as this type of fossit is not found in any of the geological deposits on the
Isle of Man. Ammonites are very rare in archacological contexts and only one other
has been found in a grave in the British Isles: that of an Anglo-Saxon in the early
Saxon cemetery near Wrotham in Kent. In Anglo-Saxon society ammonites are
thought to have been symbols of fertility carried by women as charms. They are also
considered to have had medicinal qualities as well as giving protection against evil
spirits and serpents. To date no other ammonites are known from Viking graves or
related contexts. Does this suggest perhaps that the lady from Peel had links with the
Anglo-Saxon world across the water in England?

18



Fig, 12, “Pesile and Mortar™ found near the legs of the “Pagan Lady”. Photo: D, Freke.

Another enigmatic object is the tiny “pestle and mortar”. If this is a pestle and
mortar, there is no evidence in the grave of what it originally ground, and no parallels
for it have been found in either graves or domestic contexts elsewhere in the Viking
world. It is impossible to say that it was definitely used as a pestle and mortar, indeed
it could well be merely an accident of nature that makes it resemble a small dish with
stirrer or grinder in it. But the presence of this material in the grave is unusual and is
certainly not a natural occurrence. This in itself could mean that the object is a symbol
for something; though of quite what we cannot be sure. Other miniature objects in
Viking age graves have generally been interpreted as toys, for example the tiny
querns found at Jarlshof.

The two bronge needles found in the possible remains of a purse or pouch give a
strong domestic element fo the grave goods. The purse remains are so fragmentary
that its structure, let alone any parallels, cannot be identified. But the needles, though
broken, are both very fine. Needies found in Viking graves are fairly common all over
Scandinavia and bone ones have been found in a Viking grave at Ballinaby in Ireland.
Bone and bronze needles have also been found in domestic contexts at York. They
can be well paralleled with the silver and bronze needles found in female graves at
Birka in Sweden. As distinctly domestic iterns they would be typical funerary objects
for a female burial in the Viking period. The simplicity and unchanging design of
needles makes it impossible to date them specifically on typological grounds to any
particular period within the Middle Ages.

In looking at the objects from this grave at Peel, we can see that it is not only
their number that indicates wealth and power, for their parallels are widespread
across the Viking world, They tell us that the woman with whom they were buried
must either have been rich herself or married to someone of great wealth and power.
This kady must have been important to her friends and relatives as well as in the Iocal
commutnity to merit such a rich display in her burial.

19



SEVEN

Some Problems

Looking at the objects from this lady’s burial, we can see that their richness in
number, quality and variety suggest that she was a person of some standing in her
time. But to place her within our knowledge of the Norse period we must now look at
the historical and archaeological evidence from that period and attempt comparisons
if we are to understand the true significance of this grave.

As a pagan burial this grave raises a number of questions concemning our
understanding of the Viking period in the Isle of Man, and more generally of the
Norse world. Firstly, there is the date of this grave, and of the other pagan graves in
the cemetery, to be established. Then the woman’s origin: was she Celtic or Norse?
And what was her religion? What are the reasons for the pagan rituals of her grave
contrasting with ber burial in an earlier Christian cemetery? Lastly, there must be
considered her status as & woman at that period of history. Many of these issnes
remains unresolved, although some suggestions can be put forward.

Fig. 13, Location of Peel Castle and other Viking sites on Lo. M. mentioned in text.
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Taking these points in order we can begin with the date. Looking at historical
evidence for the early pagan Viking raids and settlement in the British Isles, it is
possible to identify the earliest possible date for these pagan burials. The first Viking
raids on Freland were in the last decade of the 8th century when Lambay Island off the
Dublin coast was taken by pagan Vikings. We can assume that soon after this, if not
hefore, the Isle of Man was attacked. Settlement in Ireland and Scotland was
established by the mid 9th century. The pagan Norse settlement of the Isle of Man is
likely to have taken place at a fairly similar date to that of Ireland, giving the pagan
burials at Peel a date after the middle of the 9th century. The date after which
paganism is untikely is difficult to assess. The Orkneys, for example, were converted
to Christianity as late as the early 11th century, But in the Isle of Man, closer to the
English and Irish Christian communities, conversion was in progress during the first
half of the 10th century. A coin of the Anglo-Saxon king Edmund was found in one of
the pagan burials at Peel and as he reigned from 939-946, it cannot have been
deposited much before the late 940s. To some extent the coin gives support to the
suggestion that some of the pagan burials at Peel were interred no earlier than the mid
to Jate 1th century.

The origin of the woman is an equally difficult problem. We can begin to find
answers to this by looking at the 10th-century carved memorial stones found on the
Isle of Man. The decorative patterns carved on many of them show strong links with
both the Celtic and Norse art-styles, suggesting an interaction of ideas that could only
have been achieved if the two races were, at least to some extent, co-existing. The
Norse runic inscriptions support this when we find references to Celtic and Viking
names of the same family on one cross. For example, the cross at Braddan raised by
Thorleif Hnakki in memory of his son Fiac, Fiac 1s a Celtic name, but the names of his
father and uncle (also mentioned) are Norse. The implication is that the boy's mother
was a Celt. Could this soggest that the Peel lady was a Celt married to a Viking who
had settled in the Isle of Man? Evidence from elsewhere shows that Viking settlers
took native wives. But on the other hand there is a cross at Andreas that was erected
by the Viking Sandulf in memory of his Scandinavian wife Arnbiorg, so the “pagan
lady” could have been a Viking settler herself. The balance swings back again though
when we can find no evidence in the Peel burial for the oval “tortoise” brooches, the
traditional dress fasteners worn by Norse women and characteristic of many
Scandinavian female graves of the 9th-10th centuries. Their absence suggests that she
was buried in Celtic dress and might have been a Celt, but on its own it is hardly
conclusive evidence as Scandinavian women may not have worn such brooches after
the first generation of settlers. The cooking spit however, until now not found in
graves outside Scandinavia, suggests links with Scandinavia as strong as those
suggested for the Celtic lands by the lack of oval brooches. The other objects in the
grave are too generally distributed around the Viking world to be of much help in
establishing this woman’s origin. The inter-marrying between Celts and
Scandinavians implied on the memorial stones, coupled with the total Iack of
evidence for oval brooches on the Isle of Man, along with the presence of pagan
burials in earlier Christian cemeteries in both Man and England, suggests some
accommodation between invader and natives. The Peel woman could have been
second generation Norse or Celtic of mixed blood from Dublin or some other area
within the Scandinavian sphere. The romantic idea of her being a local Celtic girl
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married to a wealthy pagan Viking settler is quite an attractive one, made more
intriguing by its uncer{ainty.

Fig, 14. Vikizg burial mound at Knock-v-Doonee.

The question of the woman’s religion is as difficult to be certain about as are her
date and origins. Elsewhere on the Isle of Man pagan Viking burials have been
excavated, but they have all been of a different nature to those found at Peel. There
are the ship burials at Balladoole and Knock e Dooney, and the mound burials at
Ballateare and Cronk Moar. All of these are primarily adult male burials, though at
Ballateare and Balladoole the body of a woman was in the grave, believed to be the
sacrificed servants of the men with whom they were buried. Between them these
graves produced a rich array of swords, spears, knives, shield bosses, tools and other
objects associated with the traditional Viking-period male warrior. Even the bridle
mounts for the man’s horse were found at Balladoole, and at Knock e Dooney the
man was buried with both his horse and pet dog. But these graves have to be set apart
from those at Peel because they are all special. They are single burials of men made
significant by the obviously specialized ritual of the large and noticeable memorial
raised to thern, whether it is a boat in which they were buried or a barrow mound
raised over the place where they lie. They are possibly the tombs of the founder
Viking settlers, marking dynastic claims over the quarterland farms on which they
stand. If this is the case the question arises as to where the others were buried? Where
are their wives and families? Throughout the istand, over the years, Viking artefacts
have tummed up in the early Christian cemeteries still in use. A Sth-century sword was
found at St Johns, and other objects in the churchyards of Kirk Michael, Braddan and
Malew. At Jurby there is 2 mound within the early Christian earthwork boundary of
the cemetery. Though unexcavated it is probably a Viking burial mound. These finds
have led 1o the suggestion that the early Christian cemeteries were used by the first
pagan Viking settlers on the Island, respected as sacred places for the burial of the
dead. This suggestion is further supported by the early Christian' lintel-grave
cemetery used for the ship burial at Balladoole, where the placing of the Viking
warrior’s “ship tomb” in the cemetery could not help but disturb the graves.
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Fig. 13. Viking burial mownd in Jwby Churchyard with Cronk-ny-aree-Laa on horizon,

That the earlier Christian cemeteries continued to be used by both Celts and Vikings
is not such a far flung idea when we have evidence for a fairly easy and fast integration
of the two communities, with the intermingling of family names and art syles shown
on the Manx crosses of the 10th century. The pagan Viking cemetery at Peel lying
within an early Christian cemetery is the first substantial proof of the continued use
and respect of a Christian burial pace by pagan Vikings during the 10th century in the
Isle of Man,

Obviously the lady’s grave goods are evidence of a pagan ritual, but her burial in
an early Christian cemetery raises the alternative question of whether she or her
husband were Christian while the other partner was pagan. Several hypotheses could
fit: both are pagan and the pagan community treats Christian holy ground as sacred;
pagan husband respects Christian wife’s wishes for burial in Christian holy ground,
but ensures that his beliefs are acknowledged, especially the gift-giving aspect which
would be important for his esteem and standing in the community; or the pagan wife’s
desires for her domestic goods and jewellery to accompany her are respected by a
Christian husband who buries her in the ground consecrated by his Church. What is
difficult to accept is the possible suggestion that both were fully Christian. The
quantity and richness of the accompanying goods amount to far more than the odd
personal trinket found in fully Christian graves.

The lady was clearly rich. This is the richest pagan woman’s burial from this
period found in the British Isles, both in the quality and in the numbers of the objects
found with her, She must at least have been the wife of a chieftain or someone of that
standing within the community. If this is so, what sort of status did she enjoy as a
woman of this period?

‘The documentary evidence for the status of women in this period is scarce and
often not trustworthy. Contemporary texts and literature give us only a general idea
of the attitudes towards women and what position they held within society. More is
known about the aristocratic woman than the peasant. What evidence we do have, in
the sagas and various Scandinavian laws, comes from a later period of Norse history
and therefore can only be looked at in general terms, assuming that attitudes to
women did nof undergo any dramatic changes throughout the whole of the medieval
period. The “Lady of Peel” was probably from the higher echelons of Viking society,
as a Celtic or Viking woman married to a wealthy Viking warrior.
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Women in this period would have been responsible for the domestic duties:
preparing food, weaving, making clothes, cleaning and looking after the care and
upbringing of children, Slave wornen had no rights or responsibilities and would have
undertaken the most menial of these day to day chores. Free women further up the
social scale would have been responsible for the running of the household. This could
often mean managing her husband's estate and workforce while he was away. It was
the wife who had to maintain the reputation of her husband while he was abroad. For
the wealthy this was often a large responsibility that well justified the respect some
woren would have gained. In Sweden, there is an 11th-century memorial stone
raised by the yeoman of Hassmyra to his wife Odindisa. Part of the inscription reads
“No better mistress will come to Hassmyra, to look after the farm”. This memorial
could well apply to many women not unlike Odindisa, When the husband returned
home, his wife wounld have to ensure that he and his guests were comfortable as well
as provide plenty of food and entertainment. There are many references in the sagas
to women being the cupbearers or hostesses at feasts, Only the very wealthy would be
able to pass on the many chores of running a household to retainers and slaves leaving
themselves time for leisure activities.

A woman had no political rights. The husband or guardian (usually her father)
would have held full responsibility for all her actions. Daughters did not share in the
family inheritance as long as they had brothers to take it. If a girl did inherit land, it
was controllied by her guardian until she came of age. If she married her estates would
be controlled by her husband. A woman could inherit as a widow and in this way
obtain considerable wealth and power. This she was free to contro {or herself, In the
13th-century Laxdwla saga there is the story of Aud “the deep wealthy” who, when
her father and son were killed by the Scots, took control of her wealth and family, and
emigrated with them from Scotland to Iceland. As a widow a woman would also
administer the estates of her children. In this way women could become important
landowners and it was as widows that they were closest to independence. In England,
Domesday book refers to estates that were held by women of Viking descent, and
indeed many place-names in Britain derive from female names of Scandinavian
origin suggesting that some at least of these lands had once been held by Scandinavian
women, although the situation is complicated by the fashion for Scandinavian
persanal names, which were sometimes adopted by the Anglo-Saxons.

Women might not necessarily have been just householders or landowners; there
are legends about fierce and militant women. In “The War of Gaedhil with the Gaill”
we are told of Ingen Ruadh, “the red girl”, who led a group of Vikings and a fleet of
ships and invaded Munster in the 10th century. This presents a picture of Viking raids
where women were not just taken along for the ride,

Within a family a girl would represent a lot in terms of a “marriage bargain”. Her
dowry was very important and its size would be an indication of the social standing of
that family. Any prospective partner would have to be of equal if not greater status
for an arrangement to be made. This is shown in the Laxdeela saga when Melkorka’s
son is betrothed. His bride to be complains at the thought of being married to the son
of aslave, but her father points out that the boy’s grandfather was of Irish royal blood,
and he considers this far more significant than the slave status of the boy's mother.
One notable injustice in modem eyes was that, once married, if a woman committed
adultery the husband had the right to kill her and her fover, vet a man cduld have as
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many mistresses as he liked. But it appears that in the event of a divorce a woman
could take back her dowry as well as the marriage gift she had received from her
husband on their wedding day. This power could well have been a useful weapon for
a woman to use if her husband was abusing her. Though they held no nights
politically, in reality free women must have wielded some power in being able to
manipulate the running of the household, the upbringing of the children and to some
extent their husbands’ actions towards them.

Married to a Viking warrior, the “Lady of Peel” could fali easily into the
category of aristocratic women, having the responsibility of running the household
and possibly managing the estates of her husband, If she was a widow she might even
have held that Jand for herself and her children. With the evidence we have, we can
only speculate as to exactly who she was and what position she held within the society
of that period.

That valued women in families were respected is shown by the memorials
dedicated to them. It might also have been shown in pagan times by the gifts with
which they were buried. The greater the number and quantity of the grave goods the
wealthier the family was and perhaps the more valued and respected the woman was.
The most spectacular is the Oseberg ship burial in Norway. The family by whom the
“Lady of Peel” was buried were clearly rich and her status as an aristocratic
householder, and even possible landowner, was reflected by them in the objects with
which they busied her.



EIGHT

Conclusion

The discovery and excavation of the pagan woman’s burial at Peel was exciting in
iself, but what it means in terms of its archaeological significance is even more
exciting. This lady is a first in many ways. Hers is the first pagan Viking woman’s
burial to be found in the Isle of Man, and it is the richest pagan Viking woman’s burial
in the British Isles. This and the other pagan burials are also the first substantial
evidence for the continued use of Christian burial grounds by pagan Viking settlers in
the Isle of Man. The dating of the pagan cemetery at Peel using the coin of King
Edmund, though very uncertain; puts the conversion of at least some Vikings in Man
forward by some years from the first quarter to at least the middle of the 10th century.
The presence of the pagan graves in an carlier Christian cemetery may also reinforce
the evidence for the Norse and Celtic people having co-existed and inter married. The
richness and international quality of the objects found in the “Pagan Lady's” grave
teli of her aristocratic status, as might be expected when we find her buried on such an
archaeologically important site as Peel Castle. The Viking “Pagan Lady’s” buria
establishes Peel Castle with the Isle of Man as an integral part of the Norse
domination of the Irish Sea area, linking Dublin, York and Scandinavia.
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NINE

Description of the Metal Objects

The following descriptions are based on the report by Peter Winsor from the
Conservation Department at the British Museum in London.

1. The Cooking Spit (J7): the spit measures 83.7cm in length, and is approximately
square in section, tapering at both ends, with a loop at one end (possibly 2 hand
guard). Attached to the spit by corrosion were several different types of textiles
(probably wool), twisting in layers and folds around its length. These textile remains
were all mineralised and remain only as iron corrosion. Fragments of goose feathers
were also found on the spit for a length of about 30cm. Of the textiles, there were four
types of plain weave material, and possibly up to three types of cord. In amongst the
folds of material were scattered many tiny spherical seeds.

Fig. 16, Dewd of cloth impressions preserved on cooking spit. Photor D. Freke.

2. One Knife (JM): the total length of this knife is 14.8cm, with the hilt being 5.1cm
Jong and the blade 9.7crm long. The cross-section of the hilt is 2.1cm by 1.5cm. The
knife is in a very corroded state with probably no metallic iron remaining. The blade is
complete and found to have on it a pale creamy-coloured fibrous deposit towards the
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tip. This may be degraded leather and could be the remains of a sheath. The top of the
hilt of the knife {the pornmel) is missing, but because of this one is able to see the iron
tang that ran inside the wooden grip. The actual wood of the grip is also very badly
decayed. The hilt itself shows the remains of decoration in the form of silver bands
running around the wooden grip. Only two of these bands survive, either as
mineralised silver or as impressions in the wood surface. There is evidence of further
silver wire decorations running along the hilt in line with the edge and back of the
knife blade. These are in the form of two wires twisted together.

Fig. 17, Knife (JM}, with stlver bound wooden hilt and organic sheath, Photo: British Museum.

3. One Knife or Tool (JN): this measures a total length of 15.7cm with the blade being
5.4cm long and the hilt 10.3cm Iong. This object could be considered rather more asa
tool than a knife, with a very long handle and a short blade that in cross-section is
triangular. The tip of the blade had broken off enabling the section to be seen. The
hilt of the tool is probably made of wood and has a fracture approximately 5.5cm
from the end. Itis in a very decayed state and shows that the iron tang of the blade
passes through its entire length and appears to have been hammered over an iron
‘washer’ at the tip of the hilt.

Fig. 18, Knife or tool (IN), with q long handle and shorr blade. Photo: British Muscum.
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4. One Knife Hilt (JP): this measures a total length of 8.3cm, and in cross-section is
2.5cm by 1.8cm. The hilt is complete though very badly degraded. There isno trace of
the blade other than that of the iron tang running throughout the centre of the hilt.
This can also be seen as a broken section at the blade end of the hilt. The hilt itself is
made of a fibrous structure resembling wood though it has been stained a rusty brown
colour in the centre, probably by the corrosion of the iron tang, while the outer area
of the grip is still a creamy-white colour reminiscent of decayed wood. As with the
other such objects from this burial, the wood is in such a decayed state that it is
unlikely that species identification will be possible. At the end of the hilt furthest from
the blade there is a disc of what appears to be degraded leather. Whether or not this
was part of the actual structure of the hilt is difficult to ascertain because of the poor
state of preservation. The hilt is decorated with silver wires similar to the other knife
found in the grave. The remains of three bands of silver wires set into grooves cut into
the wooden grip are present, but much of the silver has corroded and broken off.
Where it has been lost the impressions of wires can be seen in the remaining outer
surface of the wood. The bands are spaced regularly along the hilt approximately
2.5cm apart. Each is made up of two silver wires twisted together. All the silver was in
a mineralised state,

Fig, 19. Kuife hift (JP), with twisted silver wire decoration. Phoo: British Museum,

5. One Pair of Shears {JK): the shears measure a total length of 18cm and a maximum
width of 3cm. They are made of iron now in a very mineralised state, but are
complete. One side of the shears showed the remains of three types of textile and two
types of cord; the most interesting being an area of tablet-woven fabric lying between
the blades of the shears. Tt was not possible to identify the type of these fabrics as
mineralisation had caused them to lose all their organic nature, though they are
probably similar to the fabric remains found on the spit. Attached to the shears by
iron corrosion products were the remains of a bone comb.
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6. Antler/Bone Comb (JL): much of the comb has been lost through decay since
bunial, but some of its original character still remains. The comb was made in three
parts: plates from which a single row of teeth were cut, and two decorated panels
which were secured one either side of the ‘tooth’ plates by a row of three iron rivets.
In section the outer plates are segments of a dircle, They are decorated on the surface
with a simple geometric incised pattern,

7. Pouch (NS): the possible remains of a leather and bronze pouch, found only in the
form of small pieces and dust within the grave. The advanced state of decay made it
impossible to identify the original form these fragments took and it is only speculation
that they could represent the remains of some sort of purse or pouch. Located in the
area below the skull, it comprised fragments of bone, leather and two bronze bars,
resembling purse mounts (OS and OV), approximately 4cm long and 0.5cm wide:
also within this mass were two bronze needles. These needles are in a comparatively
good state of preservation and are complete, though they have broken at an obvious
weak point, across the eye. The needles are not dissimilar to modern types except that
they are bronze. They measure approximately Zcm and 2.5cm int length,

30



Further Reading

Ambrosiani, K

Anderson, J

Arbman, H
Arbman, H
Bersu, G & Wilson, DM

Bripes, C8

Broderick, G
Brensted, J
Brounsted, J
Bruce, JR

Callmer, }
Campbell, M
Charles-Edwards, T

Charleson, MM

Cubbon, A M
Curphey, R

Cutler, F
Davey, P I (ed)
Edwards, AJ
Farrell, R T {ed)

Fell, C
Fell, C, Foote, PG eral {ed)

1981

1873-74

1940
1961
1966

1985

1979
1936
1965
1968
1977

wn

1976

1503-4

1983
1980-82

1973
1978
1934
1982

1984
1583

“Viking Age Combs, Comb Making and Comb
Makers” in, *In the Light of Birka and Ribe’,
Stockhobn Stdies in Archaeology 2.

‘Notes on the relics of the Viking period of the
Northmen in Scotland, Hustrated by
Specimens in the Museum’ in PSAS vol. 10
pp36-554.

Birka: Die Grither 1.

The Vikings.

Three Viking Graves in the Isie of Man Society
for Medieval Archaeology Monograph Series
No. 1.

*A neglected Viking burial with beads from
Kilmainham, Dublin, discovered in 1847 in
Medieval Archaeology vol. 29 pp4-109.
Cronica Regum Manniae et Insulgrum
Chronicles of the Kings of Man and the Isies,
‘Dranish Inhumation Graves of the Viking Age
—a survey' in Acta Archaeologia vol. 7
pp81-228.

The Vikings.

The Marte Archazological Survey Sixth Repont,
1966.

“T'rade Beads and Bead Trade in Scandinavia c.
800-1000 AD’ Acta Archaeoiogia Lundensia
Series4 No. 11,

*Queen Emma and AFgifu of Northampton:
Canute the Great's Women' in Medieval
Scandinavia 4 ppt6-19.

Medieval Serdement Sawyer (ed).

“Notes of some Ancient Burials in Orkney’ in
PSAS 38 dth series pp339-66,

The Art of the Manx Crosses.

‘Peel Castle’ in Isle of Man Nawural History and
Antiquarian Society vol. IX no. 1 ppd9-95.
‘Edith Queen of England 1045-1066° in
Medieval Studies vol. 35 pp222-232,

Man and Environment in the Isle of Man BAR
British Series 54 (i & #).

*A Viking Cist Grave at Ballinaby, Islay’ in
PSASvol. 68 pp 1479,

The Vikings.

Wornen in Anglo-Saxon England.

The Viking Age in the Isle of Man The Viking
Society for Northern Research.

31



Fellows-Jensen, G

Fenton, A & Palsson, H (ed)
Foote, PG & Wilson, DM
Galloway, P

Garmonsway, G N {ed)
Gelling, P
Gelling, P

Gies, F& J
Goody, G

Graham-Campbell, J A

Graham-Campbell, A

Graham-Campbell, ] A & Kidd, D

Graham-Campbell, ] A
Graham-Campbeli, ] A
Hall, R (ed)

HallLl R

Kendrick, TD

Kermode, PMC
Kemmode, PMC
Kemmode, PM Cetal (ed)
Kinvig, RH

Laing, L.

Loyn, HR
L'Vova,Z

MacGregor, A

McNamara, J A & Wemple, §

Meaney, A

1975
1978
1970
1976

1975
1970
1977

1978
1983

1976

1980

1980
1980
1980
1978

16584
1930

1830
1968
1975
1973

1977
1970

1978

974

1981

“The Vikings in England - a Review’ in
Anglo-Savon England 4, pp181-206.

The Northern and Western Isles in the Viking
World.

The Viking Achievernent.

‘Note on Descriptions of Bone and Antler
Combs’ in Medieval Archaeology 20, pp154-
157.

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles.

‘A Norse Homestead near Doarlish Cashen,
Kirk Patrick, Isle of Man’ in Medieval
Archaeology 14, pp74-82

*Celtic continuity in the Isle of Man' in Studies
in Celtic Survival 5 ppT7-83.

Wornen in the Middle Ages.

The Development of the Family and Marriage in
Europe.

“The Viking Age Silver and Gold Hoards of
Scandinavian Character from Seotland’ in
PSAS vol. 107 ppl14-135.

“Fhe Scandinavian Viking Age Burals in
England - some problems of Interpretation’ in
Rahtz er af (ed), Anglo-Saxon Cemeteries BAR
British Series 82, pp379-382,

The Vikings.

The Viking World.

Viking Artefacss: A Select Catalogue.

Viking Age York and the North CBA Research
Report No. 27.

The Viking Dig - The Excavarions at York.

A History of the Vikings.

Manx Crosses.

*Ship burial in the Isle of Man® in Ansiquaries
Journal Vol. 10 pp126-133.

The Manx Archaeological Survey — a re-issue of
the first five reports 1909-18, 1909-35.

The Isle of Man - social, cultural and political
history.

Late Celtic Britain and Irelend c. 400-1200 AD.
The Vikings in Britain,

‘Glass beads of the 8th-10th centuries from
Stanja Ladoga. Part 2: Their Provenance’ in
Archagolgiski Sbovnik 12.

*Industry and Commerce in Anglo-
Scandinavian York’ in Hall (ed), Viking Age
York and the North CBA Research Report No.
27 pp37-51.

“The power of women through the family in
Medieval Europe 500-1100° in Hartmand &
Bower (ed) Clio’s Consciousness Ryised.
Anglo-Saxon Amuders and Curing Stones BAR
British Series 96.

32



Morris, I (ed)
Qakley, K

O'Riordain, AB

Pader, EJ

Rahtz, P A

Ramskou, T

Ritchie, A

Roberson, N

Roesdahl, E
Sawyer, PH
Sawyer, PH
Shetelig, H
Shetelig, H
Stafford, P
Stafford, P

Stenton, D
Stevenson, RBK

Stevenson, RBK

Thomas, G

Thomas, C

Wainwright, F T

Waterman, DM

Watt, WG T

1979
1965

1976

1982

1978
1650

197677

196869

1982
1971
1978
1940
& 1954
1945
1978
1983

1957
1951-52

1968

1971

1975

1959
1887-88

Domesday Book 1056.

‘Folklore of Fossils part 1 and I in Antiguity
vol. 39 ppS-16 & 117-125.

“I'he High Street Excavations' in Proceedings of
the Seventh Viking Congress Dublin 1973
pp135-141.

Symbolism, Social Relotion and the
Interpretation of Mortuary Remains BAR
International Series 130.

‘Grave Orientation’ in The Archaeological
Journal vol. 135 ppl-14.

‘Viking Age Cremation Graves in Denmark -2
Survey’ in Acta Archaeologia vol. 21 ppl37-
182

‘Excavation of Pictish and Viking Farmsteads
at Buckquoy Qrkney’ in PSAS vol. 108
ppl74-228,

*A Viking Grave found at the Broch of
Gurness, Aikemess, Orkney’ in PSAS vol. 101
pp289-290.

Viking Age Denmark.

The Age of the Vikings.

From Roman Britain to Norman England The
Vikings ppl14-120.

Viking Antiguities in Great Britain and Ireland
vols. 1-6.

“The Viking Graves in Great Britain and
Ireland’ in Acta Archaeologia vol. 16.

‘Sons and mothers: family politics in the early
Middie Ages’ in Baker (ed) Medieval Woman
pp79-100.

Queens, Concubines and Dowagers.

The English Wornan in History.

‘Long Cist Burials, particutasly those at Galson
(Lewis) and Gairoch (Wester Ross), witha
symbol stone at Gairfoch’ in PSAS vol. 86
ppiio-115.

“Ihe Brooch from Westness Orkney in
Proceedings of the Fifth Viking Congress 1965
pp25-31.

‘Some Exceptional Women in the Sagas’ in
Viking Society for Northern Research Saga
Book vol. 13, part I pp307-327.

The Early Christian Archacology of Northern
Britain.

‘Eathelflead, Lady of the Mercians’ in Finberg
(ed} Scandinavian England - Collected Papers
pp303-324.

‘Late Saxon, Viking and Early Medieval finds
from York’ in Archaeologia vol. 98 pp59-106.
‘Notice of the Discovery of a Stone Cist . . . at
Skaill Bay' in PSAS vol. 22 pp283-285.

33



Whitelock, D
Wilson, DM

Wilson, DM

Wilson, DM

Wilson, D M
Wilson, D M

Wilson, D M {ed)

1979
1967

1970

1971

1974
1976

1980

English Historical Documents 1 500-1042 AD.
“The Viking Relationship with Christianity in
Northem England’ in Journal of the British
Archaeological Association 3rd series, 30
pp37-46.

The Vikings and their Origins (Scandinavia in
the First Millenium)

‘Manx Memorial Stones of the Viking Period'
in Viking Society for Northern Research Saga
Book Vol. 18 ppl-18.

The Viking Age in the Isle of Man ~ the
Archaeological Evidence.

‘Scandinavian settiement in the North and West
of the British Isles — an archaeclogical point of
view' in TRHS 5th series no. 26 pp95-113,

The Northern World,

“The Icelandic and Morse Sagas and stories published by Penguin Classics,

Abbreviations

BAR British Archaeological Reports
CBA Coungil for British Archaeology

PSAS Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
THRS Royal Historical Society Transactions

34



Acknowledgements

I'would like to thank the following people for all their help, information, support and
advice in the production of this booklet:—

Marion Archibold
Penny Brown

David Freke

The Manx Museum
Stanley Rubin
Margaret Warhurst
Roger White
Professor Whitehouse
Sir David Wilson
Peter Winsor

and in particular Dr. James Graham-Campbell who advised me at all stages in the
production of this account; none of the above, however, are responsible for any
CITOTS OF OMEHSSIOnS.

The production of this booklet is sponsored by Vernons Pools to whom T am
specially indebted for their help, forebearance and co-operation.

35



